[Aortic dissection induced by symmetry aortic connector system].
A 74-year-old male with severe triple vessel disease underwent off-pump coronary artery bypass grafting (OPCAB). Preoperative computed tomography (CT) showed severely calcified ascending aorta. We revasculize the left coronary arteries with in situ internal thoracic artery (ITA) graft and the right coronary artery with a saphenous vein graft, which was attached to the disease-free portion of the aortic root, using Symmetry aortic connector system (ACS). Although the operation was uncomplicated, and postoperative course was uneventful until the 5th postoperative day when acute type A aortic dissection occurred. The patient died of aortic rupture on the 7th postoperative day. Necropsy disclosed that the entry located just on the proximal anastomotic site of the vein graft. It is possible placement of ACS device would trigger the dissecting process. With regard to the use of these one-shot devices for diseased aorta, its safety needs further investigation, even though it might be placed on an apparently intact portion.